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An effective teacher has both expert knowledge of their field as well as an understanding

of how their students are expected to utilize the information that they are taught. In this

way, the teacher acts as a guide allowing the students to learn from their instructor, while at

the same time allowing them to discover the deeper aspects of the material being taught. By

learning in this fashion, students can master the material through critical thinking. The goal

of being able to both generate an environment that allows students to master the material

while also honing their critical thinking skills is what directs my teaching and influences my

teaching philosophy.

In order to allow for critical thinking to be a centerpiece of the classroom experience, I

utilize two specific techniques. First, I strive to have interaction as a part of every lecture.

This allows students to immediately internalize and synthesize their own understanding of the

information presented. For instance, I frequently end class with a discussion of a recent news

article or current event that involves a topic covered during the class that day. Through

this experience, students are able to critically think about how financial topics affect the

larger world. Second, I endeavor to include practical elements of the material. This allows

students to recognize how financial practitioners apply the topics covered in class to real-

world problems. Similarly, given the professional nature and interest of finance students, I

attempt to have my assignments and projects reflect actual situations and experiences that

students may face in a future career in finance. By including assignments and projects that

are similar to professional ones, students can begin to critically think about how they will

use course materials in their future jobs.

I have employed my teaching philosophy as both a teaching assistant (TA) and as an

assistant instructor (AI). I serve as a TA for both undergraduate and graduate level invest-

ments and risk-management courses. For each of these courses, I hold weekly office hours



where I interact with the students regarding upcoming assignments. During these office

hours, I strive to learn the names of students and provide them with email summaries of the

topics we discuss. This facilitates increased interaction as the weeks progress and allows me

to better understand each student’s unique learning process. Although this level of inter-

action may not be feasible for large classes, it has taught me the importance of making an

effort to interact with my students at a personal level. Additionally, it has taught me the

value of being able to rephrase and explain topics in a variety of ways so that students with

different backgrounds and experiences can better understand the material. As an assistant

instructor, I was required to both prepare and teach a class for the summer semester. This

provided me with an opportunity to interact with students, practice my lecturing skills, and

try to directly incorporate my principles into the classroom.

As a teacher I hope to reproduce the interest and excitement in finance for my students

that I already possess. Through interaction and practical examples that focus on the bigger

picture, I can generate an atmosphere that both captures the students’ interest while also

furthering their knowledge and starting them on the path of critically thinking about finance.

This is important for their ability to critically think about finance and will often serve the

students more in their future careers than the memorization of formulas or charts. At the

same time, I hope to be able to learn from my students to not only improve my skills as

a teacher, but also to learn how different backgrounds and experiences influence a person’s

understanding of financial topics. Along this same line, I believe my students can help to

further my own understanding of finance and inform my research. It is this dual nature of

teaching that I most enjoy, my students learning from me while at the same time me learning

from my students.
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